


In 2007 more than 50,000 students met 
their underwater neighbors in exhibits, 
classes and special programs at the Seattle 
Aquarium. Conservation education funding 
from the Seattle Aquarium Society provided 
9,421 students with free bus transportation, 
admission, and classes. Seattle Aquarium 
interpretive staff interacted with over 
800,000 visitors while feeding the diving 
birds, answering questions at the tidepools, 
or engaging audiences through underwater 
presentations by divers. 

Behind these numbers are diverse arrays 
of students of all ages, tourists from the U.S. 
and abroad, parents, policymakers, local 
residents, beachgoers and businesspeople. 
Our goal is to inspire conservation of our 
marine environment through the rich 
experiences and lessons our marine world 
offers us.

Marine conservation education 
programs: After its sixth and final year, 
the Sound Science education program 
has reached 8,699 teachers, students and 
families of students. The Ocean Science 
program was implemented in 2007; 825 
students participated in the program which 
is projected to bring ocean literacy, marine 

science and conservation education to 500 
teachers, 1,500 students and 1,375 families 
over the next five years. In addition, the 
Seattle Aquarium partnered with Killer 
Whale Tales to provide over 10,000 students 
with inspiring orca conservation education 
programs. During the summer, 187 kids aged 
7-15 participated in conservation activities 
through the Aquarium’s Marine Summer 
Camp activities. 

Early childhood education: 3,407 
children attended pre-kindergarten classes 
at the Seattle Aquarium and staff educated 
525 pre-school aged children in sixteen area 
schools. Popular parent and child events such 
as Toddler Time attracted 1,290 participants.

Teacher development: The Seattle 
Aquarium co-hosted professional 
development workshops on the use 
of the Learning Ocean Science through 
Ocean Exploration curriculum, reaching 
approximately 120 middle and high school 
teachers. Beach Field Lab prepared 700 
students, 32 teachers and 205 chaperones for 
environmentally friendly beach field trips by 
providing pre-trip classroom sessions and 
trained naturalists at the beach. 

PARTNERS IN CONSERVATION
Working together for a healthy marine 
environment, the Seattle Aquarium takes 
pride in partnerships with federal and local 
governmental organizations, universities, 
school districts, non-profit organizations, other 
accredited aquariums and zoos, foundations, 
corporations, and individuals. 

The Seattle Aquarium is grateful to our 
generous funders: 

Amgen, Inc.
American Honda Foundation
Benaroya Research Institute
Boeing Employees Credit Union
City of Seattle
Discuren Foundation
Foley/Frischkorn Wildlife Conservation Fund
Horizon Foundation 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Island Funds
King Conservation District
King County Council
King County Metro
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Habitat monitoring through 
education: Citizen Science engaged 125 
students from five schools to learn field-
based inquiry science and to monitor 
shoreline trends on seven local beaches. 
Citizen Science data merged with the 
databases of Seattle Public Utilities, King 
County and WSU/Island County Beach 
Watchers. 

Community engagement: Center for 
Ocean Sciences Education Excellence ‑ Ocean 
Learning Communities (COSEE‑OLC) links 
ocean scientists to volunteer organizations 
dedicated to the conservation of Puget 
Sound. Groups are assisted with community 
building, educational programs and 
workshops. COSEE-OLC worked with over 
400 volunteers, educators, and scientists 
throughout the year including a Creating 
Connections event that featured Dr. Sylvia 
Earle, a National Geographic Explorer and 
nationally recognized marine scientist.

In its ninth year, the Beach Naturalist 
program trained 129 volunteers that 
interacted with 19,825 area citizens while 
learning and exploring on eight local 
beaches. The Cedar River Naturalist program 

trained 59 volunteers who greeted 4,830 
visitors to the Cedar River during the fall 
sockeye salmon return and educated them 
about the conservation of this Northwest 
icon. In addition, 675 Seattle Aquarium 
volunteers received 5600 hours of marine 
biology and expanded conservation training.

Cultivating awareness: The Seattle 
Aquarium developed and printed the 
innovative Puget Sound Conservation Deck 
(a conservation guide for the community) 
with generous support from the Russell 
Family Foundation and the Seattle Aquarium 
Society. In addition, 180,000 Seafood Watch 
pocket guides were distributed to Aquarium 
visitors and local restaurants. Sustainable 
seafood training was provided to 40 wait 
staff at local restaurants and culinary schools. 
Seafood safety and conservation messages 
were shared with 3,000 members of the 
Asian Pacific Islander community and 45 
elders and youth took part in an English 
Language Learner tour and class at the 
Seattle Aquarium. 140,000 free educational 
orca whale trading cards helped create a 
new, young group of admirers for our local 
endangered orcas.
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Washington’s marine life: Seattle 
Aquarium staff partnered with various 
agencies to assess the health of Washington’s 
populations of fish, octopuses, marine birds, 
and harbor seals. The annual sea otter census 
saw their numbers growing on Washington’s 
coast, with a 10% population increase from 
2006. The Seattle Aquarium is partnering 
to monitor Puget Sound water quality and 
underwater noise pollution that could be 
harmful to whales and other species.

Aquarium animal husbandry: Seattle 
Aquarium husbandry staff began propagating 
ten species of coral to reduce the need to 
import wild specimens. Sustainable practices 
lowered the mortality rates of tropical fish 
and invertebrates collected for display.

Research delves deep: Seattle Aquarium 
biologists are studying sea otters, northern 
fur seals, sixgill sharks, seadragons, octopus, 
fish, and marine birds. Their investigations 
are leading to advancing knowledge of 
population genetics, endocrinology, growth 
rates, behavior, reproduction, and hormones 
of these amazing animals.

Green practices at our facility: 
In 2007 the Seattle Aquarium advanced 
on-site green practices to reduce our 
environmental footprint by recycling over 
20 tons of “reuseables” including batteries, 

packing materials and “technotrash”. 
Lighting upgrades saved $2000 this year 
while conserving electricity. Once again, the 
Aquarium received the highest rating for 
toxic waste management. The new Seattle 
Aquarium café incorporated water-saving 
techniques and appliances, reusable and 
recyclable food service and sustainable 
seafood into its business plan. Development 
of an e-learning volunteer training program 
will reduce commute times and paper.

Climate change: Seattle Aquarium 
staff moderated a panel on climate change 
messaging during the 2007 Association 
of Zoos and Aquariums conference. The 
Aquarium hosted the launch of the City of 
Seattle’s Climate Action Now initiative and 
participated in the U.S. Mayors’ Climate 
Change conference in Seattle. 
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