
Marine Conservation  
Education Fund 
Your class may be eligible for a free program, free 
admission and transportation to the Aquarium through this 
program sponsored by  Seattle Aquarium Society donors.

Join us for Fall/Winter programs  
The aquarium is less crowded allowing for a better learning 
experience for your students. 
 
Check it out!
Start times for classes have changed for all sessions. 

10:00, 11:15, 12:30, 1:45

Did you know?
Onsite programs are free with 
admission. Registration required. 

Register online at  
www.seattleaquarium.org  
for your aquarium programs.

School Programs 
2009–2010
Programs for Preschool through 

Grade 12 are designed to help 

teachers meet Washington 

State Science Standards
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PreK–Kindergarten 
Tuesdays at 10am, 11:15am 
Wednesday at 10am, 11:15am, 12:30pm, 1:45pm 
Thursdays at 10am, 11:15am,  
Introductory marine science programs for kindergartens, 
preschools, HeadStart classes, daycare centers, neighborhood 
co-ops and other groups of young children.  

Seastars, Urchins & Friends Ages 2–6 
Youngsters meet live Puget Sound seashore animals and 
learn all about them. Activities include flannel board games, 
songs and creating a sea star model to take home. 

The Salmon Story Ages 4–6 
Children learn about the life of salmon, from egg to adult. 
Enriching activities include magnet board games, role-
playing the salmon life cycle and a Native American story. 

Coral Reef Adventure Ages 4–6 
Students visit our Pacific Coral Reef exhibit to discover the 
colorful fish that live there, play flannel board games and 
make a take-home art project. 

Toddler Time For children 5 and under 
accompanied by their parent, teacher or 
chaperone.  
Come to the classroom for this drop-in program with 
activity stations, storytelling, songs and games. Our early 
childhood educators will help your imagination swim with 
the Aquarium animals. Window on Washington Waters 
dive show @12:15 will include special toddler activities on 
Toddler Time days. Free with Aquarium Admission 
Time: 9:30am–noon. Drop in for any length of time during 
this period. 
Dates:  Oct. 5, 6, 12, 13 
 	 Nov. 2, 3, 9, 10 
	 Dec. 7, 8, 14 
	 Jan. 4, 5, 11, 12 
	 Feb. 1, 2, 8, 9 
	 Mar. 1, 2, 8, 9

 
 

Grades 1–12  
Tuesday–Friday: 10am, 11:15am, and 12:30pm
Hands-on activities and inquiry-science experiences are 
emphasized in these programs. 

Hands-on Tidepool Wonders Grades 1–12
Adapted to grade level. Students conduct hands-on 
inquiry investigations with live seashore animals without  
backbones (invertebrates). Meet the slimy, sticky and prickly, 
and learn about the places where they live, their adaptations 
to intertidal life and how these amazing animals can help 
students understand ocean conservation. 

Life on the Edge Grades 4–12
Adapted to grade level. Explore the Aquarium tidepools 
in a guided program led by one of our own expert 
instructors. Includes a classroom experience and a visit to 
Life on the Edge, a hands-on exhibit where students are 
invited to touch and learn about seashore animals from 
Puget Sound and the outer coast of Washington.  

Orca Discovery Grades 1–6
Adapted to grade level. Discover the connection we all 
have with Puget Sound orca whales in this interactive 
program at the Aquarium’s Family Activity Center. 
Student will build a whale skeleton with this program. 

Salmon in our Watershed  
Grades 1–5 & 6–12
Grades 6-12 will take a more in-depth look at 
salmon habitat and a scientific dissection. Your class 
will learn about the life cycle of Pacific salmon and the 
many hazards they face as they migrate through our local 
watersheds. 

Customized programs for grades 7–12 can be 
designed to complement and enhance your 
curriculum.

 
 
 

 
 

FALL & WINTER
October 6, 2009 - March 12, 2010
Aquarium Classroom Programs

Limited 

Scholarship 

funding available
F U L L
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SPRING
March 15 - June 11, 2010
Aquarium Classroom Programs
PreK–Kindergarten 
Tuesdays at 10am, 11:15am 
Wednesday at 10am, 11:15am, 12:30pm,1:45pm 
Thursdays at 10am, 11:15am,  
Introductory marine science programs for 
kindergartens, preschools, HeadStart classes, daycare 
centers, neighborhood co-ops and other groups of 
young children. 

Seastars, Urchins & Friends  
Ages 2-6
Adapted to grade level. 
Youngsters meet live Puget Sound seashore 
animals and learn all about them. Activities 
include flannel board games, songs and creating  
a sea star model to take home.

The Salmon Story Ages 4–6 
Children learn about the life of salmon, from egg 
to adult. Enriching activities include magnet board 
games, role-playing the salmon life cycle and a Native 
American story.

Coral Reef Adventure Ages 4-6
Students visit our Pacific Coral Reef exhibit to discover the 
colorful fish that live there, play flannel board games and make  
a take-home art project.

Grades 1–12 
Monday–Friday: 10am, 11:15am,12:30pm, and 1:45pm 

Hands-on Tidepool Wonders Grades 1–12
Adapted to grade level. Students conduct hands-on inquiry investigations 
with live seashore animals without backbones (invertebrates). Meet the slimy, 
sticky and prickly, and learn about the places where they live, their adaptations to 
intertidal life and how these amazing animals can help students understand ocean 
conservation. 

Puget Sound Plankton Lab Grades 4–12
Adapted to grade level. Students take a closer look at marine plankton and 
their adult counterparts in a hands-on learning laboratory experience. Students 
conduct a plankton tow, see plankton through special viewing equipment, and 
learn about the importance of plankton to ocean conservation and human 
health. 

Customized Programs for grades 7–12 can be designed to 
complement and enhance your curriculum.
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Outdoor Field Programs

Salmon Field Lab Grades 2-6
Available October 6–December 11, 2009  

In this two-part program, a presentation at the Aquarium or your 
classroom is followed by a field program that explores selected sites on 

the Cedar River when salmon are spawning in the river.  See salmon, 
investigate salmon habitat and learn how we share the river with the fish. Cost  

$205/$105 See page 6 for specific details.

Beach Field Lab Grades 1-6
Available April–June 2010  

In this two-part program, a presentation at the Aquarium or your classroom is 
followed by a field program. The field program explores a local beach with many 

opportunities to meet and learn about the sea life revealed at low tide. There are 
multiple options available for this program, more information is available at: www.
seattleaquarium.org  Call 206-386-4353 after January 5, 2010 for more information 
and to make reservations. Specific beach sites and dates are limited. Cost $205/$105 
See page 6 for specific details.

School Outreach Program
Free! Killer Whale Tales Grades 2-6

October 15, 2009–May 15, 2010 
Presented in partnership with orca researcher Jeff Hogan, Killer Whale Tales. 

This dynamic outreach program about orca whales includes storytelling, 
slides, video and real orca calls plus hands-on experiential science 

activities that bring the field to your classroom.  

Participating Killer Whale Tale classes are eligible for free 
Aquarium admission and bus transportation between 

October 15 and March 12, space is limited and available 
to a school or class with 40% student eligibility for free/

reduced lunch program.
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Extras

Resources  
Available free online at www.seattleaquarium.org/teacherresources

Before you visit check out the Seattle Aquarium Orientation video.  
It will provide you and your students with the basics for a fun and exciting 
trip. Look for the video at www.seattleaquarium.org/learn  

Explore the Beach Grades 1–6
This learning kit has everything you need to prepare your class for a 
beach-friendly field trip including hands-on materials, sea life CD and 
curriculum. $10/2 weeks 

Night Watch: Age 6 and up.
*Night Watch season runs January through June 
Your students will never forget their magical overnight in the Seattle 
Aquarium’s Underwater Dome. Our Nightwatch program includes a lively 
educational evening of marine science activities as well as the opportunity 
to sleep near wolf eels, salmon and rockfish.  Have your students bring 
their enthusiasm and sleeping bag for a truly unique experience. Cost; 
$1200 up to 32 participants, $25 each additional participant, maximum 
50 participants including chaperones and children. 

Amtrak and the Aquarium
Make the Aquarium your destination as part of the Washington Schools 
on Trains program. Special fares for school groups traveling anywhere 
between Portland, OR and Bellingham, WA. Call 206.386.4353 to 
schedule your Aquarium visit, and go to www.AmtrakCascades.
com for train reservations.  

Looking for an Easy Way to Handle Lunches?
Contact our Aquarium Café. With advanced notice they 
can provide lunches for groups.  Contact the café at 
206.386.4331

Seattle Aquarium Gift Store 
Contact the Seattle Aquarium Gift Store  
at 206.382.6133 for resources, materials,  
goodie bags, and more.
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Interesting Fact
It is estimated that the average school-age child using a 
disposable lunch generates 67 lbs of trash per year. That 
comes to over 18,000 lbs. for the average elementary school. 
The Aquarium encourages “waste-free” lunches:

u	 Pack lunches in reusable containers

u	 Use cloth napkins

u	 Reusable utensils

u	 Reusable lunchbox or backpack

u	 Avoid prepared lunches and single serve items

How to Schedule Your Program
Registration

Go to www.seattleaquarium.org to make your reservation. 
Our registrar will contact you to confirm your registration. 

u	 Reserve a minimum of 3–4 weeks in advance of your 
desired date. 

u	 Confimation will be sent by e-mail within one week. If 
you do not receive a confirmation e-mail, please call the 
registrar at 206.386.4353.

u	 Cancellations must be made at least two weeks in 
advance. 

u	 One adult chaperone required for every five students.

u	 Students/class: PreK through Kindergarten: 10–25; 
Grades 1–12: 10–32

u	 Check with cashier at entry for information about 
designated eating areas.

u	 All exhibits and classrooms are wheelchair accessible. 
ASL interpretation is available upon request with two 
weeks notice. 

u	 View orientation video at  
www.seattleaquarium.org/learn

u	 Information/questions only:  
aquarium.programs@seattle.gov. 

School Group Admission  
and Program Fees
On-site programs are free with admission. Admission rates 
apply to pre-registered school groups of ten or more visitors. 
Payment must be made by a single group representative. 
Log onto www.seattleaquarium.org to register. 

2009–2010 School Admission Fees 
Adults/youth age 4 & over: $7.50
Children age 0–3: Free
Passes, discounted tickets or coupons and Seattle Aquarium 
membership cards are not valid for school group admission 
fees.

Note: The Aquarium is closed all day Friday, June 4, 2010 
for our annual fundraising gala SPLASH!

Outdoor Field Program Fees
Salmon Field Lab: Grades 2–6
Beach Field Lab: Grades 1–6
Classroom presentation at your school and field site 
program: $205/class (ferry fees additional).
Classroom presentation at the Aquarium and field 
site program: $105/class plus Aquarium admission. 
(Conservation Education Scholarship Funding available for 
Aquarium admission during fall and winter session only). 
See page 4 for program description.

Killer Whale Tales Outreach
Free to all classes. This program is presented in partnership 
with orca researcher Jeff Hogan of Killer Whale Tales. See 
page 4 for additional details.

Puget Sound Conservation Promise 
I promise to take care of Puget Sound  

by recycling, conserving water, energy and  
respecting wildlife. 



7  School Programs 2009–2010

Free Admission/
Transportation
Limited space available from  
October 6, 2009–March 12, 2010.

Marine Conservation  
Education Fund
You may be eligible for free Aquarium 
admission and transportation (pre-
registration required). Who qualifies? A 
school or class with 40% student eligibility 
for free/reduced lunch program, an 
ESL/ELL or special-needs class and 
completion of two of the following 
activities:

u	 Students attend free Aquarium class 
during their visit (pre-registration 	
	required). 

u	 Teachers send us stories/drawings 
created by students about their 	
Aquarium field trip.

u	 Teachers show us how their students 
shared information from their 
Aquarium field trip with other students 
at school or with their families.

u	 Students take the Puget Sound 
Conservation Promise, and tell us what 
actions the class took: 
mark.plunkett@seattle.gov

Contact Aquarium Registrar for information regarding 
our scholarship fund at 206.386.4353 or log on to www.
seattleaquarium.org/learn

Marine Conservation Education Fund is sponsored by 
Seattle Aquarium Society donors.

Free Admission 
King County School Family Support personnel may submit 
a written request each year for free field trip admission 
tickets for financially qualified students. 
Call 206.386.4375 to apply for this program.
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Conservation Education 
Department
Conservation Education Manager 
	 Kathy Sider 206.386.4343 
	 kathy.sider@seattle.gov 

Education Curator
	 Cherie Williams 206.386.4339 
	 cherie.williams@seattle.gov 

Conservation Curator
	 Mark Plunkett 206.386.4344 
	 mark.plunkett@seattle.gov 

Early Childhood Education Coordinator
	 Ruth Yeomans 206.386.4340 
	 ruth.yeomans@seattle.gov 

Marine Science Education Coordinator
	 Karen Matsumoto 206.386.4303 
	 karen.matsumoto@seattle.gov 

Community Outreach Coordinator
	 Janice Mathisen 206.386.4365
	 janice.mathisen@seattle.gov 

Aquarium School Programs Coordinator
	 Daniel Newburn  206.386.4305
	 daniel.newburn@seattle.gov

Camp Coordinator
	 April Terrell  206.386.4307
	 april.terrell@seattle.gov 

Interpretation Curator
	 Andrea DosSantos  206.386.4313
	 andrea.dossantos@seattle.gov 

School Programs Registrar
	 206.386.4353
	 aquarium.programs@seattle.gov

1483 Alaskan Way, Pier 59
Seattle, WA 98101-2015


