
Seattle Aquarium Road Trip Challenge!
Design a mobile experience to inspire 
 conservation action through empathy 
 for animals
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Level: Primary  
(entering kindergarten–6th grade in the 2021–2022 school year)

Do you care about animals? So do we at the Seattle Aquarium! We love taking really good care of 
our animals and helping people connect with them. We also enjoy helping people learn about 
what they can do to help animals in the wild!  

Since not everyone can come to the Aquarium, we want to bring the Aquarium to neighborhoods 
like yours! Will you help us figure out how to take the Aquarium on the road so we can have  
fun and help more people make a difference in the lives of our local marine animals?

Why are we focusing on empathy?

At the Seattle Aquarium, we say that empathy is understanding what it’s like to walk in someone 
else’s shoes (or fins).   

We know that having empathy for animals helps people want to take care of them. Seeing 
animals receiving great care at the Seattle Aquarium and learning about the importance of a 
healthy habitat helps people care more for wild animals! 

The challenge

Design a traveling Aquarium exhibit that will help people feel connected to marine animals and 
makes them want to keep the animals’ homes healthy and safe.  

Challenge submissions

For this category, you must be entering kindergarten through 6th grade in the 2021–2022  
school year. 

The exhibit you design must be mobile (a car, truck, van or similar vehicle) or be able to be moved 
in a car, truck or van. 
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Getting started

1. Make a model of your idea. You can use clay, cardboard, Legos, blocks and/or whatever 
materials you have at home and like to create with. 
 
or

2. Create a drawing of your idea. You can use crayons, pens, pencils, paint or a 
combination to create your masterpiece. For either approach, choose at least one 
marine animal for your exhibit (learn about possible animals to include here) and show 
how the space will be a safe and comfortable habitat for the animal. Be sure to show 
what sorts of activities people will do when the exhibit comes to visit!

How to get started

1. Think about times you’ve had a visit from a zoo, library, children’s museum or science 
center at your school or in your community. What did you like or not like about that?

2. Think about what would be amazing to have in a traveling exhibit. Would there be 
animals? Would there be activities or games? Things to touch? What would it feel  
like to visit?

3. Now think about empathy: how it feels to experience what someone else feels. If you 
were a sea anemone or another animal, what would you need to make a comfortable 
and safe home? 

4. For example, you could think about the size of habitat, temperature, salt water, food, 
light and whether the animal would want friends. Click here to see what kinds of 
animals can thrive in a traveling habitat.

5. Draw some plans for your exhibit. Try out different ideas! What works best?

6. Gather materials to build your model or draw your masterpiece. Be creative! Do you 
have some materials you could reuse or recycle? Toys or building blocks you might 
borrow? What can you find outside? 

7. Create it! Your model/drawing can be any size, but make sure it’s big enough that we 
can see all of your ideas.

8. Ask your caregiver to help you share it with us here. Take pictures, make a video of your 
model/drawings or create a PDF of your notes/drawings.  
 
Submissions can be a video (two minutes maximum length) where you show your 
model/drawing and describe key features and design elements; photos (up to five); or a 
PDF scan or photograph of your model.  
 
Please also share a written description (up to 200 words) to accompany your design. As 
you’re writing it, imagine it’s opening day for your exhibit. What are people doing? What 
are they saying as they leave? How does your traveling Aquarium exhibit help people 
feel connected to marine animals and want to help keep their habitats clean and safe? 
It’s ok to ask an adult to help you type it up. 

https://www.seattleaquarium.org/empathy-vehicle#animals
https://www.seattleaquarium.org/empathy-vehicle#animals
https://forms.office.com/r/TwHfJL70v9


Prizes

All completed applications will receive an Aquarium sticker. The best overall design in this 
category will receive a one-year Seattle Aquarium family membership! The best overall design in 
all categories will receive a one-year family membership and a gift certificate to the Aquarium’s 
gift shop. 

How will we decide who wins? We’ll ask ourselves the following questions:

•	 Is the design innovative and unique? 
•	 Is the design possible? Will it work as a mobile exhibit?
•	 Did the design make use of recycled or repurposed materials? 
•	 How well does the design encourage connection to marine animals?
•	 How well does the design encourage visitors to keep ocean habitats clean and safe?

Connections for teachers:

This design challenge provides an opportunity to embed social-emotional learning (SEL), 
focusing on social awareness (OSPI SEL Standard 4) and the ability to take the perspective of and 
empathize with others, with STEM instruction about animal habitats, building an exhibit and 
calculating the size of vehicle/exhibit (calculate area, perimeter, volume of water).


