
Explore the Tide Pools!

Name: _______________________________________

When I explore the animals 

in the touch pools with

my finger; the water feels

warm / cold.
(circle one)

The water is

salt water / freshwater

because it comes from the 

ocean / river.
(circle one)

(circle one)

Circle one of the words to 
complete the sentences below.

Ask an Aquarium volunteer to show 
you how to touch the animals gently 
with one finger.

Visit the Life on the Edge touch pool exhibit to learn about tide pool animals

?
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Start here!

Now teach your
chaperone how
to touch
the animals.

Ask an Aquarium volunteer
if you don’t know.
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Find an open and a closed sea anemone.

How do you eat your food?

Find a long and a short sea cucumber.

Feel your skin.
Does it feel like a sea cucumber?

yes / no
(circle one)

Name your sea anemone

HELLO
MY NAME IS:

Name your sea cucumber

HELLO
MY NAME IS:
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I use sticky 
tentacles to move food 
to my mouth, and close 

myself up to finish 
eating my meal.

I look prickly 
to scare away 

predators but really, 
I’m soft!



I don’t have eyes
so I use my spines

to explore.

Find two different-colored sea urchins. Find a big and small hermit crab.

When you grow, what 
bigger things do you need?

Gently put your finger between 
the urchin’s spines to get a hug. 

Do you like hugs?

yes / no
(circle one)

Name your sea urchin

HELLO
MY NAME IS:

Name your hermit crab

HELLO
MY NAME IS:

I use an empty
snail shell as my home. 
When I grow, I need to 

find a bigger shell.

3



1. Help the animals by crossing out the litter in this habitat.

2. How many animals can you find in this picture?________

The ocean is our 
habitat. You can help us 

by picking up li�er!
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Color this guide
at home!


