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Dear Friend of the Seattle Aquarium,

Those of us who are “insiders” at the Seattle Aquarium 
develop all of our programs and activities from the 
starting point of our mission: Inspiring Conservation 
of Our Marine Environment. I was recently reminded 
of some questions I heard in my very first days at the 
Aquarium: What do community members say about 
the Aquarium? How do they describe our importance 
or impact? How does the Aquarium make our city a 
better place?

And so in this annual report we highlight the people 
who participate in our programs, along with our 
partners and supporters. Seeing the Aquarium through 
their eyes was powerful for me, and I hope it’s 
meaningful to you. 

Your partnership has long-lasting impact on the people 
we serve. Thanks for your support!

Sincerely,

Bob Davidson
President and CEO

As we move forward into 
our next chapter of Inspiring 
Conservation of Our Marine 
Environment, what’s on your 
mind? How has the Aquarium 
had an impact in your life? 
We’d love to hear from you. 
Please email us at  
aquariumimpact@seattleaquarium.org.
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Kids love high fives from our divers.

The Seattle Aquarium 
gratefully acknowledges the 
service of Board Chair Bob C. 
Donegan. Originally elected to 
the board in 2007, Bob served 
in a variety of leadership 
positions before assuming his 
current role as chair in 2016.
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One Ocean, One Future:
The Seattle Aquarium’s new Ocean Pavilion 
The Seattle Aquarium is taking a bold step to advance our conservation mission within 
and beyond our walls through the creation of the Ocean Pavilion. This exciting project 
represents a reinvention of the Aquarium experience and will create a defining civic gem 
within Seattle’s future waterfront park.

The Ocean Pavilion will help connect Pike Place Market to Seattle’s waterfront.

Today, we’re witnessing the most 
profound change in our planet’s 
ocean in the past 64 million years, 
and it’s happening within one 
human lifetime. This generation will 
define what it looks like to live on 
our planet for all others to come—
and we have the opportunity to 
lead the way.

From Seattle to the Indo-Pacific 
coral reefs, the Ocean Pavilion 
represents our shared future—
and our shared responsibility to 
understand, celebrate and take 
action to preserve our one ocean. 
This is our best chance to shed light 
on the urgent threats facing our 
ocean, mobilize a new generation of 
marine conservationists and create 
something remarkable for our city 
in the process.

Seattle will be reconnected to the 
ocean through its new, 20-acre 
waterfront park and the Ocean 
Pavilion—a tremendous investment 
in public and private dollars that 
will connect downtown, Pike Place 
Market and the waterfront as an 
iconic gathering place for all. Our 
relationship to the water starts with 
the Coast Salish people and is at 
the heart of our values as a city 
today: of sustainability, innovation 
and respect for the natural world.

The ocean makes life on Earth 
possible. It’s the source of every 
other breath we take. Yet, human 
activity has pushed our ocean 
and coastal city of Seattle to a 
critical tipping point. We have an 
unprecedented opportunity to 
share—and shape—the importance 

of ocean health with millions  
of visitors, community-based 
partners, volunteers and school 
groups who come learn about  
the ocean we share.

Together we can shape a new 
ocean story with the power to  
drive lasting change—in a place 
where people discover their  
own meaningful relationships  
to the ocean and are inspired  
to take action.
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“The Hub” will serve as the starting place for the Ocean Pavilion experience.

Martha Kongsgaard, co-chair, Seattle Aquarium One Ocean, One Future campaign.

“Seattle’s history starts with the Coast Salish people 
and continues with the immigrants who settled 
here—the abundance that came from the water 
pulled people to this place. Today, not everyone has 
the same opportunity to connect with this defining 
feature of our region. The Ocean Pavilion will help 
us better appreciate the interconnection between 
Puget Sound and the Pacific. It will help animate  
an understanding, a relationship and a connection  
to this one ocean that life on Earth depends on  
so singularly.

The expanded Aquarium will become one of the 
region’s most inspiring conservation tools as we 
host over a million curious visitors seeking awe, 
connection and hope. I’m thrilled to continue to 
learn about the marine environment and what’s  
at stake, and to be in a place where we can make  
a difference.”
—Martha Kongsgaard, co-chair, Seattle Aquarium 
One Ocean, One Future campaign

The Ocean Pavilion will be transformative for the 
Aquarium, for the waterfront, and for Seattle. It will:

• Reconnect the city with Puget Sound and its  
central waterfront.

• Inspire over 1.2 million people a year with our 
conservation mission—a 40 percent increase  
over today.

• Provide volunteers, students and other community 
members with new opportunities to learn, interpret 
and share.

• Be a spectacular window into the importance of  
ocean conservation: showing us not just what’s at 
stake, but how, why and where our own lives fit into 
the ocean equation.
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“It’s a happening place.”
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“It’s a happening place.”

That’s President & CEO Robert W. 
Davidson’s signature description of the 
Seattle Aquarium—and the 850,000+ 
people who come through our doors 
each year bear it out. 

But the Aquarium is much more than 
the daily bustle in our exhibit halls. It’s 
also the starting point for connections, 
education, inspiration, action and 
wonder within our own community 
and well beyond. 

This remarkable ripple effect brings 
the Aquarium and its mission to people 
who may never visit our facility itself. 
And it’s all thanks to you. Please enjoy 
these highlights of the many ways you 
made a difference—beginning in our 
building and radiating outward from 
there—in 2017. 
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Welcoming our many 
communities

“On our first visit to the 
Aquarium, we were just two 
weeks into being foster parents 
of two very young children. Now 
our preschooler loves that her 
curious questions are answered, 
and our 1-year-old has a place 
that allows him to practice his 
lagging communication skills. 
Sometimes fostering feels 
really hard; the Aquarium’s 
Connections program is 
supportive and validating to 
foster parents and relative 
caregivers, and we truly 
appreciate the ability to visit.”
—Foster parent
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“Foster parents, relative caregivers and the children placed in their care 
benefit from the Connections program in many ways. Complimentary 
tickets allow these families to bring children of all ages into a setting 
where they can explore at each child’s developmental level. Children 
with anxieties about new experiences can relax and discover the 
wonders of the sea. Siblings placed in separate homes can spend 
quality time together. And caregivers with children of various ages 
know each child will enjoy the experience.”
—Meri Waterhouse, Washington State Department  
of Social and Health Services

The Seattle Aquarium Connections 
program, supported through your 
generous contributions, distributes 
complimentary tickets (over 69,000 in  
2017 alone!) to more than 300 partner 
agencies serving low-income families, 

communities of color, immigrant and 
refugee communities, people with 
disabilities, families and individuals 
experiencing homelessness, and others. 
More details can be found on our website 
at SeattleAquarium.org/connections.
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Children and families learning together at the Ballard Locks. 

Making discoveries with an Aquarium beach naturalist. Exploring the beach at low tide. 

“This partnership leverages the resources and expertise of 
the Aquarium and brings it to our youth where they are.”
The Refugee Women’s Alliance (ReWA), one of the 
300+ partners in the Aquarium’s Connections program, 
is a nonprofit, multi-ethnic organization that provides 
refugee and immigrant women and their families 
with culturally and linguistically appropriate 
services while promoting inclusion, 
independence, personal leadership and  
strong communities.

In 2017, the Aquarium collaborated with 
ReWA to bring children, teens and parents 
to the beach at Lincoln Park and the Ballard 
Locks—with educational, pre-trip classes 
offered at the ReWA offices as well. It was a 

partnership that furthered the missions of  
both organizations. 

“The youth had the opportunity to get out of their 
comfort zones and experience nature in a meaningful 

and guided way,” says 
ReWA Youth Program 
Manager Emily Tomita. “It 
aligned well with the goals 
of our youth program and 
got participants excited to 
learn about science and the 
environment.”

“The Aquarium has been 
instrumental in opening many 
doors, opportunities and 
aspirations for the families 
at ReWA. The nature of the 
partnership is really unique—the 
Aquarium really gets our mission 
and what we’re trying to do.”
—Susan Lee, ReWA
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An up-close look at the life stages of juvenile salmon.

Cedar River  
Salmon Journey

“We like the proactive role 
of the Aquarium, going out 
to the community and doing 
the work.”
Through an array of programs, the Chinese  
Information and Service Center (CISC) helps 
immigrants make the transition to a new life while 
keeping later generations in touch with their rich 
heritage. Like ReWA, described in the story at left, 
CISC is a member of the Aquarium’s Connections 
program—and also collaborated with us for outreach 
programming along local waterways in 2017. 

“The children we work with are new immigrants from 
mainland China or Hong Kong,” says Wendy Wu, CISC 
after-school program coordinator. “Their families are 
low income with low English proficiency, and their 
Aquarium experiences gave them opportunities to 
increase their exposure to English, learn new words and 
gain new knowledge. The programming supported our 
goals as well as those of the Aquarium.”

“Our focus is on STEM learning, 
but our resources are very 
limited. Partnerships like this 
help enrich our programming in 
a way that is culturally sensitive 
to the needs of the Chinese 
community.”
—Peggy Kwok, CISC



Opening our doors for nights 
of discovery and wonder
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Held on two nights each year, 
DreamNight offers children and 
adults with disabilities or serious 
medical conditions and their families 
a chance to explore the Aquarium at 
their own pace, with activities and 
environments developed specifically 
for them. In 2017, nearly 800 people 
attended—children, families, 
grandparents and caregivers.

DreamNight

A family enjoying DreamNight together.

DreamNight features a variety of hands-on activities throughout the Aquarium.

“DreamNight is a wonderful 
opportunity for our 
participants to enjoy 
everything the Seattle 
Aquarium has to offer. 
Making a special night for 
people with disabilities 
really makes a difference! 
Our participants often 
cannot afford to go into 
the community with their 
families and caregivers, as 
many live below the poverty 
level. This night offers them 
the chance not only to 
attend, but to feel and be 
included in what so many 
others take for granted.”
—Maureen Browning, 
Friendship Adventures

With your support, the Aquarium is able to host two very special evening events—
DreamNight and Open House—that welcome families who might otherwise encounter 
barriers to experiencing our exhibits.
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At the annual Open House, families 
served by organizations that work  
with immigrant and refugee 
populations and others in low-
income communities throughout 
the Puget Sound region learn about 
the marine environment, with 
translators interpreting the activities 
in over 15 languages. In 2017, more  
than 700 youth and families 
attended Open House.

Open House
“Watching children from all 
over the world learn about the 
science that animates nature, 
especially marine biology, makes 
all the effort that goes into the 
Open House event critically 
worthwhile. No video game can 
compete with the experience 
you provided these kids. I know 
that more than one career in 
environmental science began at 
the Aquarium last night.”
—Larry Reymann, 
Environmental Science Center

Open House talks draw captivated crowds.

Squid dissection, a popular  
(and squishy) activity.

Activities are interpreted in 15 languages at Open House.
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Sharing information about salmon migration as it’s taking place at the Ballard Locks.

“Understanding more about the 
outdoors enriches our appreciation of it.”
With a mission of enriching the quality of life for children and adults  
with disabilities through outdoor recreation, Connections partner 
Outdoors for All is a natural fit for the Aquarium’s outreach programming. 
In addition to beach explorations and interpretation at Ballard Locks, 
the Aquarium provided youth programs at the Outdoors for All camp 
location in 2017. Says Program Manager Elliot Howard, “We appreciate 
the programming because it creates an environment where everyone can 
participate at their own ability, level and pace—with space to decompress 
when needed.” He adds, “It’s flexible…it promotes communication and 
positive interaction for kids who are more social, and it’s also engaging for 
those who prefer to hang back and observe.”

Instructional tools increase  
understanding of the salmon  
life cycle.
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“The Seattle Aquarium’s  
commitment to marine conservation 
extends beyond the Aquarium, and 
its relationship with ESC is a great 
example of that.”
For 18 years, the nonprofit Environmental Science Center (ESC) has 
offered quality, experiential environmental education programs at 
beaches, streams, forests and classrooms in south King County. One of its 
main priorities is connecting families with limited resources to hands-on 
environmental science experiences. 

In addition to our longtime collaboration with ESC for our Open House 
event, the Seattle Aquarium partners with them in many ways. Writes ESC 
Executive Director Tara Luckie, “Seattle Aquarium affiliates helped ESC 
establish its first beach and salmon classroom field study programs back 
in 2000, which now serve over 5,000 children each year. Today, Seattle 
Aquarium staffers serve on our board, as naturalists, and on our advisory 
committee. ESC could not have such an effective impact in south King 
County without the resources and knowledge the Seattle Aquarium has 
provided over the years.”

When we protect salmon, we protect the overall marine environment.

A fun, five-fingered way to learn about salmon species. 



Delivering on-site 
educational programming 
for students of all ages
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Thanks to you, the Aquarium is able to use our exhibits as an inspiring backdrop for 
a wide variety of educational offerings—from a drop-in program designed just for 
preschoolers, to school group visits and marine summer camps for kids and teens,  
to specialized classes for high school and college students. 

Approaching its 13th year and 
proudly supported by T. Rowe 
Price, this free-with-admission, 
drop-in program provides fun and 
engaging conservation activities for 
caregivers and children under the 
ages of 5. It runs on 36 dates from 
October to February of each year 
and 2017 saw record attendance, 
with 2,225 preschoolers and 2,325 
adults participating.

Toddler Time

Getting familiar with the tools of science at Toddler Time.

Parents and children learning together.

Hands-on activities are a Toddler Time highlight.

It’s never too early to begin conservation education.
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The Aquarium’s education programs 
introduce students, Pre-K through 
college, to the marine world 
through interactive, hands-on 
classes—all designed to support 
the Washington state science 
standards—and camps. In 2017,  
our on-site classroom programs  
and self-guided visits served  
27,903 students, 65 percent of 
whom attended on scholarships, 
and 40 percent of whom came from 
under-resourced schools. Marine 
summer camps ran for their 17th 
season with 10 consecutive weeks  
of programming and scholarships 
that were 113 percent full. 

School group 
visits, classes 
and camps

Students conduct a plankton tow.

New worlds are revealed under a microscope during a class visit. 

“Thank you for teaching us Orca 
Discovery! You helped me get 
an idea of what orcas are about, 
and you gave me tips on how  
to save orcas. I will definitely  
do that!”
—Elementary student

“Thank you for allowing me and 
my ‘soaring eagles’ to come to 
the Aquarium. This was a reward 
for one full semester of self-
managed behavior. We had a 
marvelous time—in fact, it was 
one of the best days I have spent 
with children in 25 years. Now 
other kids are working hard to 
earn their soaring eagle badges 
based on the tales of kids who 
had the best day ever…thanks  
to you.”
—Elementary teacher
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“It gave me my first experience with 
real-world research and increased my 
interest in pursuing a career in science 
because I liked how we got to go 
outside to ‘work.’ “
Teenagers conduct authentic 
research on local beaches through 
Citizen Science, a hands-on, 
inquiry-based marine science 
education program targeting 
historically underrepresented 
high school students in the Puget 
Sound area. The program trains 
student-scientists to collect and 
analyze data while educating them 
about marine science concepts, 
plant and animal identification, and 
field-based research techniques. 
As participants monitor the health 
of local beaches to submit to an 
Aquarium database, they also 
have the opportunity to develop 
strong connections to the marine 
environment; recognize actions 
that positively impact the ocean 

environment; and see science  
as a possible career path. 

As one teacher commented, 
“Citizen Science provides valuable 
real-world experience with  
science—there’s no substitute  
for it that would be possible in the 
classroom.” And, in the words of a 
student participant, “The program 
greatly impacted my sense of 
curiosity, interest in marine science, 
concern about the environment,  
and willingness to ‘stick with it’  
in a long-term project.”

In 2017, Citizen Science worked  
with 15 local high school classes 
across 10 schools to monitor  
11 local beaches. 

High school students conducting research on the beach. 

Students collecting data on a local beach.
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“Having the Aquarium visit their own 
school helps them feel like important 
and valued members of the greater 
community.”
As is abundantly clear on just about 
any weekday, the Aquarium is a 
popular destination for preschool 
groups. But if these groups can’t 
make it to the Aquarium, our 
classroom or field-based programs 
will go to them. Comments Sally 
Straight, the owner, teacher 
and director of Nanny’s Annex 
Preschool, “All of my students 
learn a tremendous amount from 
the Aquarium classes—about 

Puget Sound and animals that live 
there, how to distinguish between 
different types of seals and whales 
and fish, about the importance of 
the Sound and how it relates to the 
larger oceans…the class stimulates 
further discussions for days 
afterward.”

In 2017, the Aquarium delivered  
161 outreach programs to audiences 
beyond our doors, reaching 3,319 
participants. 

Specialized activities promote learning. 

Rapt preschoolers learning about the  
marine environment.

Bringing the Aquarium to a preschool class.

A moment of discovery in a preschool classroom. 

“The Satterberg Foundation envisions a sustainable 
environment where humanity and the natural world are 
in balance, with each supporting the other. We support the 
Seattle Aquarium’s mission to engage everyone in our community 
in understanding marine science and ocean health so they will 
be inspired to become stewards and life-long advocates of our 
magnificent marine environment. The Seattle Aquarium helps 
the Satterberg Foundation achieve our mission, to promote a just 
society and sustainable environment by reducing the barriers that 
prevent all citizens from accessing marine science education and 
engaging personally with ocean health. We are inspired by the Seattle 
Aquarium, who also use their voice to promote policy initiatives that 
create long-term impact on ocean health locally and globally.”
—Statement from the Satterberg Foundation



Charting a new path  
for conservation at  
the Seattle Aquarium
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Events such as Sound Conversations increase community awareness of important marine conservation issues.

“If anyone can do this, it’s the 
Seattle Aquarium! Action is 
important, as well as broadening 
and welcoming people into  
the conversation.”
—Mary Ford, National 
Geographic

With generous help from longtime Aquarium supporters Brad and Lesley Canfield, the 
Aquarium completed its conservation prospectus in 2017. This strategic vision outlines 
the future of our conservation work and charts a new path that refines our focus, expands 
our scope and deepens our investment in our mission of Inspiring Conservation of Our 
Marine Environment. It’s led us to a renewed focus on the Salish Sea, an expanded scope 
that includes the Coral Triangle, and an overarching, “North Star” concept: the ocean ethic.

“This will connect people to the 
ocean to care. If any place can 
develop an ocean ethic, it’s on 
the West Coast. It’s very exciting 
and the Aquarium is doing all 
the right work.”
—Jackie Ogden, Ph.D., 
Association of Zoos  
and Aquariums

A strong ocean ethic is everything 
from choosing what you eat, to 
whether you use a plastic or paper 
straw, to how you travel. However 
you choose to live it, it’s about 
making a personal and communal 
commitment to the ocean for our 
shared future.

This new vision grew from a series 
of workshops and conversations 
with staff, the community, and 
more than 50 conservation 
influencers from all over the region 
and the country—all of whom 
overwhelmingly supported the 
ocean ethic as a guiding “North 
Star” in connection with the 
Aquarium’s conservation work. 



S E A T T L E  A Q U A R I U M  2 0 1 7  21

“The ocean is giving us a message. It’s 
taken us a while to hear it. But we’re 
listening now, and there is hope.”
Marine conservation icon Sylvia Earle, Ph.D., is 
recognized worldwide for her pioneering research, 
writing and exploration that has helped increase 
understanding of the ocean and make its protection an 
international priority. And, in this time of grave concern 
for ocean health, she struck many notes of optimism as 
she accepted the Seattle Aquarium’s inaugural Lifetime 
Achievement Award in January 2018. The award has now 
been renamed in her honor and will henceforth be known 
as the Seattle Aquarium Sylvia Earle Medal.

Dr. Sylvia Earle

Ocean-friendly paper straws at the Seattle Aquarium. Many single-use plastic straws end up in the ocean.

“Plastic packaging makes up 26% of the volume of all 
plastic produced. It is near-exclusively single-use.”
As an element of our participation 
in the Aquarium Conservation 
Partnership (ACP)—and to 
continue our work to model green 
practices for our visitors—the 
Seattle Aquarium committed to a 
significant, facility-wide reduction  
of single-use plastics in 2017. 

And, as Seattle prepared to 
enforce a city-wide ban on plastic 
straws and utensils, the Aquarium 
participated in two campaigns, 
“In Our Hands” and “Strawless 
in Seattle,” designed to create 
awareness and spur positive action  
 

around the issues of straws and 
single-use plastics. The “Strawless” 
campaign, developed by Lonely 
Whale, was billed as the first 
such effort of its kind, and plans 
are underway to extend it to 15 
additional cities next year.



Providing the best possible 
care for our animals
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Feeding a rescued sea otter pup. Rescued pups require constant, expert care.

Your support helps ensure that the animals in our care are fed diets of restaurant-grade, 
sustainable seafood—and receive regular check-ups from our senior veterinarian. 

But caring for our animals doesn’t stop at their physical needs. It extends to their 
psychological needs, which encompasses ensuring that animals’ social needs are met.  
It also includes attending to their environmental needs by providing appropriate habitats 
for optimum well-being and life support systems for optimum health. 

This, and so much more, is all part of being the best possible stewards of the animals 
under our care, so that they, in turn, can continue to captivate Aquarium visitors—
creating connections and inspiring action to protect Puget Sound and the ocean.

“Ensuring that each of our 
animals receives consistently 
outstanding care is one of the 
most critically important things 
we do.”

—Aquarium Director of Life 
Sciences C.J. Casson

“Just as it does for a child, it takes a village to raise a 
rescued sea otter pup.”
The Seattle Aquarium has deep 
experience with sea otters: we  
were the first institution in the  
world to breed them under human 
care; our curator of birds and 
mammals manages the AZA sea 
otter studbook; several of our 
research efforts involve sea otters; 
and, every two years, we host the 
world’s largest meeting of sea  
otter biologists. 

We’re fortunate to be able to  
share that expertise with other 
institutions as needed and, in 2017, 
Aquarium staff members helped 
with rehabilitations of stranded  
sea otter pups at both the 
Vancouver Aquarium and  
Alaska SeaLife Center. 

Writes Kristi Heffron, senior marine 
mammal trainer at Vancouver 
Aquarium, “In the last two years, 
we’ve have the pleasure of 

collaborating with the Seattle 
Aquarium on the rescue and 
rehabilitation of two stranded sea 
otter pups. Working together, both 
Seattle Aquarium and Vancouver 
Aquarium teams were able to 
provide the seamless around-
the-clock care needed to ensure 
these otters regained their health 
and grew big and strong. They’re 
both thriving and are incredible 
ambassadors for their species.”
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“This journey has been one of great teamwork and 
collaboration between local and national agencies to  
ensure a successful rehab.”
The Seattle Aquarium provided 
critical care in the rehabilitation 
of two stranded olive ridley 
sea turtles in 2017. After being 
stabilized behind the scenes at the 
Aquarium, both were transferred 
to SeaWorld San Diego to continue 
their recovery. “Tucker,” who arrived 
in late 2016, has been returned to 
the wild. “Coral,” who was brought 
to the Aquarium in October 2017 

and was transferred to SeaWorld in 
early 2018, continues to improve. 

“The Seattle Aquarium and 
SeaWorld worked together, along 
with the Coast Guard and Navy, 
with permission from NOAA and 
USFW, to plan and execute a 
successful transport,” says Eric 
Otjen, SeaWorld’s assistant curator 
of mammals. “Collaborations like 
these are invaluable to the success 

of a national stranding network 
comprised of rescue and rehab 
facilities along both coasts, in the 
Gulf of Mexico and in Hawaii.” He 
adds, “Without institutions working 
together toward a common goal, 
animals such as Coral wouldn’t  
get the second chance at life that 
the Seattle Aquarium, SeaWorld 
and many others work so hard  
to facilitate.”

A second chance at life.

Vermillion rockfish.

Stranded sea turtles are often critically ill.

“It was then that I realized the extent of the Seattle Aquarium’s 
commitment to its animals.”
Aquarium donor M. Spring has a longtime interest in the 
conservation of all animals—“marine and terrestrial,” she says. “I’ve 
always had a general sense that animals, and the environments they 
live in, need our protection.” 

So it’s no surprise that an animal encounter spurred Spring’s decision 
to deepen her commitment to the Aquarium by becoming a donor 
after several years of membership. At the Window on Washington 
Waters exhibit, she noticed two rockfish with missing eyes. She 
asked an interpreter and learned that, after contracting diseases that 
couldn’t be successfully treated, the fish’s eyes had been removed to 
save their lives. They quickly adapted and returned to full health. 

“We share the world with animals and we need to remember our 
responsibility to them,” she says. “I appreciate that the Aquarium 
takes that commitment seriously.” 
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Conducting research to make 
a difference for animals and 
the ocean
The intent of the Seattle Aquarium’s mission of Inspiring Conservation of Our Marine 
Environment goes beyond inspiring others to act—it includes taking action ourselves:  
to increase our understanding of marine animals and their homes below the surface, 
inform ocean management and policy decisions, and share what we’ve learned. 

With your help, the Aquarium continued work on 22 separate lab and field research 
projects in 2017. Many of these projects were done in collaboration with agencies,  
Native Nations and other NGOs.

Research was but one component of advancing science for our ocean in 2017. Through 
an array of events and conferences, we also convened conservation experts to gain 
knowledge, understand threats and advance solutions.

To learn more about the Aquarium’s research efforts, visit SeattleAquarium.org/research. 
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“The value in the cross-pollination that occurs 
with the exchange of scientific staff and ideas 
among organizations is immense.”
Dr. Shawn Larson, the Aquarium’s curator of 
conservation research, contributed expertise 
on a research trip for the Southwest Alaska 
Network’s nearshore vital signs monitoring 
program in Alaska’s Katmai National Park in 
2017. The 10 other participating researchers 
were affiliated with the United States Geologic 
Survey (USGS), National Park Service (NPS) 
and University of Alaska Fairbanks. 

Writes James Bodkin, scientist emeritus for 
the U.S. Geological Survey, “Our program 
benefited from the exchange with the Seattle 
Aquarium through Dr. Larson’s expertise as 
one of the leading scientists on sea otter 

conservation, ecology and genetics.” He adds, 
“Shawn also leads Seattle-Aquarium-based 
efforts to monitor sea otter populations 
and foraging behavior in Washington. The 
collaboration of scientists across organizations 
will contribute to the assurance that data and 
analyses are comparable across large spatial 
scales. As a consequence, both organizations 
and collaborating scientists achieve elevated 
value through such scientific exchanges.”

To learn more about the research  
trip, visit blog.SeattleAquarium.org  
and search “Katmai.”

The Aquarium’s Dr. Shawn Larson conducting field research. 
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“Collaborative partners like 
the Seattle Aquarium make 
it possible for state and 
federal agencies to collect  
as much data on rockfish  
as possible.”
Understanding long-term population stability and 
recruitment events for rockfish, several of which are 
listed as species of concern in Washington state, is 
important to effective resource management. The 
Aquarium contributes to this body of knowledge 
through an annual survey of wild rockfish populations 
at 14 sites in Puget Sound and the Strait of Juan de 
Fuca—2017 marked their 13th year. Says Dr. Dayv Lowry, 
senior marine fish research scientist at the Washington 
Department of Fish & Wildlife, “Conducting Sound-
wide surveys simply wouldn’t be possible without 
our coalition of government and private sector 
conservation entities, including the Seattle Aquarium.”

The Aquarium also collaborated with NOAA in 2017 to 
produce a survey guide for recreational divers to collect 
data and contribute knowledge about long-term trends 
in juvenile rockfish. Comments Jamey Selleck, marine 
ecologist for NOAA’s protected resources division, 
“The citizen science rockfish flyer has been an essential 
guide for NOAA to reach volunteers, and provides  
an excellent educational tool for people of all ages.”

Several species of rockfish are listed as species of concern in Washington state. 

“Monitoring the distribution and abundance of rockfish, including 
young-of-year, is a research priority of NOAA’s recovery plan for 
rockfish listed under the Endangered Species Act in Puget Sound. This 
task is too large for any one organization in Puget Sound under current 
funding levels. The Seattle Aquarium has taken a lead role among state 
and federal agencies, nonprofit groups and citizen-science efforts to 
collect data on rockfish species using scuba-based scientific surveys. 
These data will be used to determine the status and trends of these 
species and to assess our progress toward recovery goals. These actions 
wouldn’t be possible without the efforts of the Seattle Aquarium.”
—Statement from NOAA Northwest  
Fisheries Science Center
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“Aquarium staff are being armed with 
the expertise to be on the front lines.”
It’s well known that crude oil and 
its products present significant 
hazards to animals and humans. 
Animal rescue operations after 
the Deepwater Horizon oil spill 
in 2010 were hampered by the 
lack of HAZWOPER- (“hazardous 
waste operations and emergency 
response”-) trained animal care 
personnel. To protect the health of 
rescuers, and increase their success 
in assisting oiled animals, 24 hours 
of official HAZWOPER training 
are now required for all personnel 
working within the hot zone of  
an oil spill or in initial response to 
oiled wildlife. Certifications must  
be renewed annually.

Collaborating with the AZA and 
Alaska SeaLife Center on a joint 
effort to build a large bank of 
trained personnel, a number of 
Seattle Aquarium staff members 
are now certified to safely assist in 
the event of an oil spill—which will 
allow them to apply their animal 
care expertise on the front lines  
as first responders. Says Director  
of Life Sciences C.J. Casson,  
“The Seattle Aquarium is committed 
to making sure we have people  
who can safely go in and 
responsibly care for animals  
that need our help.”

HAZWOPER training allows Aquarium staff to safely assist in the event of an oil spill.

“I came to the Seattle Aquarium in 1996.  
That’s where I fell in love with sea otters.”
Diane Tomecek has embarked on what many 
might describe as a bold venture: she runs a 
foundation dedicated to the survival and recovery 
of sea otters—headquartered in the heart of land-

locked Colorado. The idea was hatched at the Aquarium’s annual 
sea otter conference, which Diane attended for the first time in 2011. 
“The keynote speaker, Dr. Mike Murray of Monterey Bay Aquarium, 
talked about the need for a dedicated sea otter fund, and it sparked 
something in me,” she says. Just four years later, Diane returned to 
the conference to announce the launch of the Sea Otter Foundation 
& Trust (SOFT). She’s attended every conference since.

Although she lives well over 1,000 miles from Washington’s outer 
coast, Diane clearly feels a deep and infectious connection to the sea 
otters that live there. It’s one that she shares when visiting Colorado 
schools, aiming to inspire future marine biologists. And when 
she funds grants related to sea otter research, conservation and 
education—including one to the Seattle Aquarium. 
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It’s not possible to overstate the value of volunteers at the Seattle Aquarium—or our 
gratitude for them. From educating and inspiring hundreds of thousands of people 
each year, to meticulously preparing and tracking meals for our animals, to cleaning and 
maintaining our exhibits, this passionate team of volunteers does it all, and then some. 
We offer this amazingly dedicated group our deepest thanks. 

In 2017, 1,288 volunteers provided 103,346 hours of service to the Aquarium, representing 
a donated value of $2.4 million. To see a complete list of Seattle Aquarium volunteers in 
2017, visit SeattleAquarium.org/volunteer. 

Volunteers guiding exploration on a low-tide winter night. 

“It’s really nice to be a part of an 
award-winning and long-running 
program. I appreciate the 
Aquarium’s and other funders’ 
support, as the program is a true 
community service.”

—Beach Naturalist program 
volunteer

Appreciating the many  
volunteers who define the 
Aquarium experience
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“The most rewarding thing at the 
end of the day is when you know 
you have changed somebody’s 
view about the ocean and how 
important it is to all of us.” 

—Seattle Aquarium  
youth volunteer

“I’m able to practice public 
speaking in an environment that 
really encourages me to keep 
improving. I have Asperger’s 
Syndrome and volunteering at 
the Aquarium helps me continue 
to grow. I am much more 
confident and have been told by 
others that my communication 
skills improved. I really like 
hearing that.” 

—Seattle Aquarium volunteer

A volunteer diver.

Coaching the gentle, one-finger touch.

Volunteer beach naturalists marshal their facts.

Teen volunteers gain 
confidence while leading 
activities. 
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“I feel proud to have made a little difference in this world, 
and I feel hopeful that things are going to get better with 
little actions like beach cleanups.”
Seattle Aquarium Youth Ocean 
Advocates are a common sight 
at the Seattle Aquarium, where 
they serve as interpreters, staff the 
face-painting station, and perform 
a variety of other tasks. They also 
make a difference in the community  
by participating in field 
conservation efforts. 

Youth volunteer Grace Zheng has 
been part of the crew for a number 
of beach cleanups and, she writes, 
“They help us realize that there is 

actually a large amount of debris 
and trash out there, even just on 
a single beach. Seeing that really 
encourages us to first, dispose of 
waste responsibly; and second, 
share these experiences with our 
family, friends or people we are 
interpreting to at the Aquarium. 
It can also inspire people to do 
something about this problem on 
a larger scale—for example, doing 
conservation events has inspired 
me to pursue an education in 

environmental studies. I think,  
in this regard, the Aquarium’s 
mission of Inspiring Conservation  
of Our Marine Environment has 
totally succeeded.”

In 2017, Youth Ocean Advocates 
participated in 20 field conservation 
events, spending 656 hours cleaning 
beaches, planting trees and 
restoring habitat. 

Youth Ocean Advocates display the results of a beach cleanup.
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“The routine of volunteering at the 
Aquarium was a huge part of Everett 
being hired for his first job.”
Were you greeted by a volunteer 
at a table near the entrance to the 
Ackerley Foundation Puget Sound 
Hall the last time you visited the 
Aquarium? If so, you experienced 
an important element of the 
Aquarium’s volunteer program: 
partnering with local agencies that 
supply job coaching and placement 
services for people with disabilities. 
Volunteering at the Aquarium 
provides an opportunity to develop 
and sharpen the skills needed for 
employment.

Everett Peterson is a recent success 
story: after nearly a year as an 
Aquarium volunteer, assisted by 
his coach Amanda Leslie of the 

nonprofit PROVAIL, he landed his 
first job, in the office of a local 
preschool. “Volunteering at the 
Aquarium helped Everett create 
a work routine,” says PROVAIL 
Employment Consultant Kaki Pipes. 
“Not only getting up, dressed 
and ready on time, but also 
learning how it feels to be part of 
a community and interacting with 
co-workers. It really increased his 
confidence.” 

Everett enjoys the Aquarium so 
much that he returned to volunteer 
this summer—say hello if you see 
him at the entrance to Puget  
Sound Hall!

Everett on the job. Volunteering at the Aquarium prepared Everett for the responsibilities of employment. 

Everett volunteers as a greeter at the  
entrance to Puget Sound Hall.



S E A T T L E  A Q U A R I U M  2 0 1 732

The statements shown above are condensed versions of our audited financial statements and do not include footnote disclosures. Complete audited 
financial statements are available on the Seattle Aquarium website. The annual report is submitted to the City Council Parks Committee as specified by the 
Aquarium Operations and Management Agreement between the City of Seattle and the Seattle Aquarium Society. Under that agreement, the Aquarium is 
operated by the Society and the buildings are owned by the City.

2017 summary financial information
($ in 000s)

78% Program expenses

8% Fundraising 14% Management  
 and general

77% Admissions and  
 memberships

14% Releases,
contributions,
grants & events

9% Concessions and  
 other income

Expenses

Revenues
Assets
 Cash and investments $	 4,561
 Receivables & prepaid expenses  2,667
 Facility expansion project costs  2,677
 Property, plant and equipment  2,419
Total assets $ 12,324

Liabilities and net assets
 Payables and other liabilities $	 2,947

 Unrestricted net assets  5,309
 Temporarily restricted net assets  4,068
Total net assets  9,377

Total liabilities and net assets $ 12,324

Revenues and expenses
Unrestricted revenue
 Admissions and memberships $	 14,224
 Concessions and other income  1,614
 Contributions, grants, special events (net)  1,379
 Net assets released from restrictions  1,135
Total unrestricted revenues $ 18,352

Expenses
 Program expenses $	 13,361
 Management and general  2,397
 Fundraising  1,435
Total expenses $ 17,193
 
Change in unrestricted net assets $ 1,159

Restricted activity
 Temporarily restricted revenue $	 2,260
 Net assets released from restrictions  
Change in restricted net assets $ 1,125

Total change in net assets $ 2,284
Net assets, beginning of year $ 7,093
Net assets, end of year $ 9,377

(1,135)



S E A T T L E  A Q U A R I U M  2 0 1 7  33

2017 fundraising events
Thank you for supporting your Seattle Aquarium!

Splash!
Aquarium supporters and community 
leaders joined us on June 2 for our 
annual Splash! gala. More than 500 
people attended, contributing over 
$900,000. Youth Ocean Advocate 
(YOA) alumna Anja Malawi Brandon 
returned to the stage to share how 
the Seattle Aquarium’s YOA program 
helped set the course of her life’s 
work. Alex and Erika Washburn 
energized the room with a $10,000 
challenge gift to fund-a-need. Special 
thanks to Honorary Chairs Jim and 
Leslie Kerr; Co-Chairs Cary Clark and 
Alex Washburn; Splash! committee 
members Craig Davison, Dave Magee, 
Melissa Mager, Lisa McCabe, Nathan 
Rauschenberg, Michael Trzupek 
and Carla Wigen; the Aquarium and 
auxiliary boards; staff; and more than 
130 volunteers who contributed over 
1,000 hours of their time.

Title sponsors
Alaska Airlines 
The Boeing Company
Delta Dental of Washington

Gold sponsors 
D.A. Davidson 
Sound Community Bank 
Union Bank

Silver sponsors
Amazon
Columbia Pacific Advisors
Holland America Line
Martin Smith Inc., The 1201 Western 
    Building and Piers 55 & 56 LLC
Seattle Marriott Waterfront  
Snoqualmie Indian Tribe
Sodexo Leisure Services 

Bronze sponsors
Accenture
Argosy Cruises
Cushman & Wakefield | Commerce 
Fox Rothschild LLP
K&L Gates LLP
KPMG
Lease Crutcher Lewis
LMN Architects
MacDonald-Miller Facility Solutions, Inc.
Mithun 
Pedersen’s Event Rentals 
Seattle Mariners 
Seattle Seahawks
Seattle Sounders FC
Skanska 
Space Needle, LLC
Turner Construction  
Washington Trust Bank
Wells Fargo 

SeaChange
Many thanks to those of you  
who were among the nearly  
400 people who joined event chair  
Eric Steinwinder at the SeaChange 
fundraising breakfast in October. 
Award-winning National Geographic 
photojournalist Brian Skerry shared 
compelling photos and stories from 
his 40 years of covering ocean life 
and issues. The Aquarium’s Director 
of Conservation Engagement and 
Learning Jim Wharton spoke about 
the Aquarium’s next bold chapter in 
ocean conservation and education. 
Inspired by their messages, and the 
testimonial of two of our youngest 
donors, 5-year-old Nora and  
3-year-old Elsa, together you  
helped raise over $134,000 in  
support of the Seattle Aquarium’s 
conservation and research efforts.

Presenting sponsor
Amazon

Supporting sponsor
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe

Sponsors
Anchor QEA
Ascent Private Capital  
     Management of U.S. Bank
Beneficial State Bank
Clark Nuber PS
Holland America Line
Lease Crutcher Lewis
LMN Architects
Mithun
PAE Engineers
Schuchart
Vulcan Inc.

Adult Swim
Under the direction of the auxiliary 
board, Adult Swim continues to grow 
as a way to introduce Seattle’s young 
professionals to the Aquarium and our 
mission. In its third year and chaired 
by Tiernan Madorno and Billy Sanchez, 
this exciting night of cocktails, hors 
d’oeuvres, dancing and special  
animal encounters raised $50,000 
while engaging a new and  
important audience.

Sponsors
The Guidon Family
Harpur Davidson
JLL
The Karr Family
KING 5
Miller Nash Graham & Dunn
ZooBorns
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$25,000+
Anonymous (4)
Alaska Airlines
The Boeing Company
Delta Dental of Washington
Event Network
John C. and Karyl K. Hughes Foundation
James and Leslie Kerr
King County Flood Control District
Lily Pointe Family Foundation
M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust
The Norcliffe Foundation
John Deininger and Carol-Ann O’Mack
Charles and Yvonne Pigott
Lee and Stuart Rolfe
Satterberg Foundation
T. Rowe Price Associates, Inc.
Union Bank

$10,000–$24,999
Anonymous
Chap and Eve Alvord
Amazon.com, Inc
Hector and Sonia Boirie
Chihuly Studio
Columbia Pacific Advisors, LLC
Peter and Lara Constable
Lee and Bohn Crain
D.A. Davidson
Jim and Jan Dwyer
Fidelity Investments
Lloyd and Janet Frink
Frink Family Fund
Marcia Gamble Hadley
Kathy Gerlich
Robert and Allison Grayson
Taylor and MaryLu Hawes
Holland America Line, Inc.
Horizons Foundation

Linda and Ted Johnson
Jon and Mary Shirley Foundation
Keith and Mary Kay McCaw Family Foundation
King Conservation District
Aylin and Ian Klein
Michael and Alexandra Kunz
Frances Kwapil
Mannix Canby Foundation
Martin Smith Inc, The 1201 Western Building  

and Piers 55 & 56 LLC
Jeff and Stacy McCannon
Mary Kay McCaw
Microsoft Corporation
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
MMS Giving Foundation
Sandra Moss
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
Victor and Mary Odermat
Cavan and Lauren O’Keefe
Peach Foundation
Mike and Wendy Popke
The Reed Foundation, Inc.
Felix and Jessica Sanchez
Raman and Christina Sarin
Mr.* and Mrs. Douglas Scheumann
Seabourn
Seattle Mariners
Seattle Marriott Waterfront Hotel
Seattle Seahawks
Michael and Michele Sharp
Jon and Kim Shirley
Snoqualmie Indian Tribe
Sodexo Leisure Services
Sound Community Bank
Turner Construction Company
Walker Family Foundation
Alex and Erika Washburn
Wells Fargo Foundation
Wiancko Charitable Foundation
Ann P. Wyckoff
Susie Wyckoff

$5,000–$9,999
Anonymous (2)
Accenture
Airbnb, Inc
Tom Alberg and Judi Beck
Doug Alder and Eric Middleton
Bloomberg Philanthropies
John Braden and Kristin Johnsen
T. Bradford and Lesley Canfield
Cary and Kevin Clark
Clark Nuber
Cushman and Wakefield Commerce
Craig Davison
Foley/Frischkorn Wildlife and Conservation 

Fund
Fox Rothschild, LLP
Al and Pat Friedrich
Anne Gittinger
glassybaby
Effie and Kevin Gleason/True Family/Gull 

Industries/Iron Springs Resort
James and Christina Gurke
Mark Hoge and Kathy Hale
Honeywell
Hugh and Jane Ferguson Foundation
Scott Kelly
Stephanie and Aaron Kornblum
KPMG
Dave and Meg Krah
Mark and Kimberly Kramer
Lease Crutcher Lewis
LMN Architects
MacDonald-Miller Facility Solutions, Inc.
Beth McCaw and Yahn Bernier
Mithun
Tom and Cathy O’Keefe
John and Deanna Oppenheimer
Pedersen’s Event Rentals
Emily Power
Robert Power and Michelle Raymond
Precept Wine

Donors

School of chub
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Puget Sound Energy, Inc.
Michael and Geannine Purpura
Raven Trust Fund
Ray’s Boathouse
Ron and Susan Runyon
Lisa and Craig Schafer
Preston Singletary
Skanska USA Building Inc
Gary and Ann Smith
H. Martin and Patricia Smith
Gary and Cindy Snyder
Space Needle, LLC
Kevin Steiner and Tina Scoccolo
Randy and Ellen Tinseth
Jerry Tone and Martha Wyckoff
Michael Trzupek and Tricia Cecil
Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program
Washington Trust Bank
Wells Fargo
Andy and Carla Wigen

$2,500–$4,999
Anonymous
Anchor QEA
Harmony Arnold
Ascent Private Capital Management
Danny Bain and Gundula Proksch
Bartell Drug Company
Beneficial State Bank
Bradley and Carla Berg
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
Byron and Sheila Bishop
Patti and Don Dill
Mike and Peggie Evans
Dave and Deborah Grant
Ronald Gregush and Erica Brandling-Bennett
Phil Guess and Alice Ikeda
Michael and Rachel Guidon
Jan Hendrickson and Chuck Leighton
Brian and Rita Henry
Neal and Dani Holland

Gene and Heather Hsu
Orlay Johnson and Shirley Kronhiem
Wendy Jones and Bill Solomon
Juniper Foundation
K & L Gates LLP
Karen Koon and Brad Edwards
Katherine Ann Krogslund
The Kunis Foundation
Natalya and Lawrence Leahy
Alan and Kimberley Lippman
David Magee
Melissa Mager and Richard Butler
James and Brooke McCurdy
Moccasin Lake Foundation
Craig and Deanna Norsen
Osberg Family Trust
PAE Engineers
Ned and Susan Palmer
Andrew and Dawn Pemble
Barbara Peterson
Richard and Margy Peterson
James and Gaye Pigott
Jourdan Radloff and Diane Hatzinger-Radloff
Schuchart Corporation
SEA CON LLC
Sea Otter Foundation and Trust
Seattle Sounders FC
Gus Simonds
Eric and Samantha Steinwinder
Laurie Stewart
Eben and Terri Sutton
Tableau Foundation Employee Engagement 

Fund
Eric and Christine Thuesen
Frederick and Susan Titcomb
David and Chris Towne
United Way of King County
Kristen and John Van Hersett
Peter and Shannon van Oppen
Bill and Sue Vititoe
Vulcan Inc.
Marcia and Bruce Williams

George and Colleen Willoughby
Charley Dickey and Sheila Wyckoff-Dickey
Kevin and Melissa Wyman
Wyman Youth Trust

$1,000–$2,499
Anonymous (3)
Benjamin and Werona Armstrong
Orlando Ashford and Samantha Lynn Gardner 

Ashford
Derek Baker and Rachel Zaccaro
Lynne and Ian Bannerman
Mike and Teri Barnett
Robyn Baron and Lesley Baron
Mary L. Bass
Tom Bayley
Gini and Harrell Beck
Glen and Susan Beebe
Carl and Renee Behnke
Miguel and Jacklyn Bezos
Alan and Sarah Black
Andrew Bleiman
Stephen Boyd and Sheryl Harmer
David Branch
Gregory and Erika Brown
Sue and Dean Brown
Ilya Bukshteyn and Meredith Atkins
William and Judy Burdin
Dan and Johnna Charbonneau
Rex and JoAnn Clark
Kim Comstock
Grad and Susan Conn
Copacino + Fujikado
William and Kelly Crow
Crystal Dare
Robert and Molly Davidson
Harpur Davidson
Jared Davis and Sarah O’Donnell
Lisa and Bob Donegan
David and Michelle Dumler
Brendan and Victoria Duncombe

Long-billed curlew
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Harbor seal

Will and Brooke Einstein
James and Cathy England
Janet and Pradeep Fernandes
Fiduciary Trust Company
Terry and Linda Finn
Robert and Lucie Fjeldstad
Jan Forbes Bender and Robert Bender
Curtis and Laura Fowler
John and Sue Gabbert
Rich Gangnes and Janet Haberbush
Susan Gates and Jack Paauw
Matthew and Glenda Gertz
Ed and Teresa Goines
David and Lisa Goldberg
Goldman Sachs Philanthropy Fund
Paul Goodwin
Rod and Renee Gowdy
Lisa Graumlich and Linda Simonsen
Dan Grausz and Clare Hodgson Meeker
Jennifer Greer
Bill Greger and Frances Nichols
Kurt and Alison Grevstad
Dan Guy III and Wendy Ershig-Guy
Steve and Michelle Heck
Matthew Hemsath and Adrienne Lehnert
Mark and Joni Herwick
Harold and Mary Frances Hill
The Hoffmann Family
Darren and Kimberly Hulst
Dan and Connie Hungate
David Thompson and Judith Jesiolowski
JLL
Gene and Patty Johnson
W. Bruce and Joanne Jones
Jones Family Foundation
Thomas and Margaret Kahan
Kapnobatai, Inc.
Daniel and Brooke Karr
Deborah Kay and Chris Murphy
KING 5 Television
King County
King County Combined Federal Campaign
Sandra Kirsopp
James Kraft

Jim and Dominique Kraft
Lagunitas Brewing Company
B.J. Last and Julia Buck
John and Kristin Latousek
Norman and Paula Lau
Shawn Layton
Philippe and Juliet LeDorze
Greg and Corina Linden
Benjamin and Jennifer Linder
Edmund Littlefield, Jr. and Laura Littlefield
Littlefield Farm
Brock and Karin Loen
Lisa and Ron Luther
Tiernan Madorno
Maple Leaf Trust
Todd and Karissa Marker
Patrick and Lisa McCabe
Bruce McCaw
Mary and David McKelvey
McKinstry Co, LLC.
Todd and Lanya McKittrick
Sam Miller
Miller Nash Graham & Dunn LLP
Michael and Katherine Morrison
Mortenson Construction
Lora Fraser Mullin
Dustin and Nicole Neurath
Norberg Family Foundation
Erik and Julie Nordstrom
Norman Raab Foundation
Michael and Dana Northcott
Heather Nunn
Regina and Tom Olsson
Michael and Shoshanna Osterfeld
John and Molly Otter
Pacific Market International
Yury Parfenov and Yulia Poltorak
Barbara Peterson and John Goodfellow
Louis and Mary Peterson
Judy Pigott
Drew and Elizabeth Porter
Sara Raab McInerny and Tryg McInerny
Thomas and Annelise Raaf
Jacqueline Roberts and John Gossman

Terry and Emily Roche
Peter and Julie Rose
Brad and Jillian Rutherford
Richard A. Saada
John Sanders and Alison Meaney
Dana and Brad Scarp
Lee and Kathy Schahrer
Ivan and Jacqueline Seda
Peter Seligmann and Lee Rhodes
Rob and Jan Sexton
Brad Shain
Ron and Barb Sim
Christian Sinderman and Paige Eagle
Gary Smith and Karen Smith Ekblad
Kathleen Smith
Mary Snapp and Spencer Frazer
Sarah Soutter
Alan Spragins
Linda and Frank Springmann
John and Cristie Stapp
Trent and Rebecca Stedman
Nicholas and Stefanie Stevens
Bryan and Alexandra Strickland
Dean and Audrey Stupke
Laurie and Chris Szczepczynski
Ronald Tanemura and Tina Yamagiwa
Jay and Dena Taylor
Keith and Charlene Taylor
Mary Townsend
Tulalip Tribes Charitable Fund
UBS Donor Advised Fund
US Bank of Washington
Dale VanDerschelden and Diana Jutte
Jeffrey and Theresa Ver Wey
Peter von Reichbauer
Brian and Susie Vowinkel
Mark and Linda Wachter
William and Connie Waddington
Robin and Elizabeth Wallwork
John and Marilyn Warner
Eric Warren Goldman
Kim Williams and Cindy Baker-Williams
David Wright and Sally Wright
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$500–$999
Anonymous
Annie Abbott
Marco and Molly Abbruzzese
Ted and Danielle Ackerley
Tamara Adlin
Pamela Baade
Bainbridge Community Foundation
Bradley and Lisa Bebee
Donna Benaroya
Chris and Clair Berry
Peter Berry
Marc Birtel
Kevin and Katy Blair
Eric and Fiona Blank
Linda Bonica
Herbert Bridge* and Edie Hilliard
Betsy Cadwallader
Shayla and Ian Caldwell
Suzanne Cameron
Dawn Chesbro and Miko Robertson
Kelly Clark
David Clelland and Greg Posick
Stephan Coonrod and Cheryl Clark
John and Emily Crandall
Scott and Mary Cruikshank
Joshua and Kris Curtis
Martha Darling and Gilbert Omenn
Jared and Holly Davis
Mark and Louisa Davis
Steve and Harriet* Davis
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Foxface rabbitfish
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Mike Strassburger
Vicky Swalley
Galit Swissa
Alex Tanz
Aubrey Theiss
Kim Thomas
Alan Tomita
Margaret Toomey
April Troka
Ari Troka
Melody Upton
Chris Van Damme
Alfredo Verzosa
Kathy Walker
Elizabeth Wallwork
Rachael Weakland
Christina Weddington
Marika Wegerbauer
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Note: Staff who have worked 
more than 200 hours at/for  
the Aquarium in 2017 are 
included on this list.

Ginger Atwood Ackerley 
looked out her window at the 
waterfront and Seattle Aquarium 
daily in the last years of her life 
and felt a special sense of pride 
and accomplishment when her 
grandchildren joined the crowds 
of students and families visiting 
the Ackerley Foundation Puget 
Sound Hall, named for her 
family’s lead gift to rebuild  
Pier 59 in 2007.

That project, prompted by the 
need to replace hundreds of 

failing pilings holding up historic 
Pier 59, was the first time the 
Aquarium had reached out to 
the community to seek support 
for major capital improvements. 
Ginger took a personal interest 
in the campaign, offering her 
perspective and connections 
from many civic projects through 
her son, Ted, who co-chaired 
the campaign as an Aquarium 
board member. The campaign 
not only restored the structural 
integrity of Pier 59, but added 

wonderful new educational 
exhibits highlighting Puget 
Sound habitats and creatures, 
and a major gathering place for 
all kinds of events.

Ginger and her husband, Barry, 
made civic engagement and 
philanthropy a key value for 
their children and grandchildren, 
and helped move the 
Aquarium forward as a leading 
conservation organization and 
treasure for our community.

Ginger Atwood Ackerley
1939–2018
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